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and a people that, from oppressed and dependent colonists, had become "a mighty nation, blessed beyond all others in social, civil, and religious privileges."6
The needs and values of business enterprise were intimately associated with patriotic and nationalistic ideas and sentiments. The Constitution was increasingly regarded as an incarnation of that law and order sa essential to the countinghouse, the factory, and the mercantile establishment. Choate, Hillard, Webster, and other legal spokesmen for business regarded the Constitution as a sacred document on which the entire economic, political, and social fabric rested. It was the instrument that tied the states together into the national whole so essential to a national market and to the foreign and domestic policies through which business alone could expand. Protecting property rights as the Constitution clearly did, its provisions, once clarified by the Supreme Court, had to be obeyed even if, as in the Died Scott decision, humanitarian sentiments were outraged. Thus the Constitution became a symbol of an order secure against revolutionary change and congenial to all the values dear to business enterprise.
Commerce and industry in demanding a strong national government furthered nationalism in another way. Only through a strong central government could many of the basic needs of business be met. Only a strong, respected central government could compel Chinese pirates, for example, to respect the Stars and Stripes; such a government alone could protect expanding commerce and win privileges for it through favorable commercial treaties. Moreover, a national government was of great use in the improvement of harbors, the maintenance of lighthouses, and the subsidizing of shipping. Nor was a strong government less indispensable to industry than to commerce. In addition to securing law, order, and property rights, to curbing reckless changes emanating from any one of the states, a national government could control finances in such a way as to eliminate the state issues of worthless paper; it could bear the expense or at least part of it for transcontinental railways and other internal improvements, and safeguard the protective tariff system. Friends of the tariff pointed out that besides benefiting industry a tariff would promote the self-sufficiency of the country, an inestimable boon in time of war.
In the exposition of the nationalism which was so congenial to the interests of commerce and industry the spokesmen of the new business
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